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Get
Energized!

http://energy.usgs.gov

About 
half of 

the U.S. 
electric power 

is produced using 
coal as fuel.  The 

biggest source of coal 
mined in the U.S. today is 

from Wyoming, in a 
place called the Powder 

River Basin.

A
m

ericans 
use m

ore 
petroleum

 (crude 
oil) than any other 
energy source, m

ostly 
for transportation.  
Petroleum

 provides m
ore 

than 38 percent of the 
energy w

e use.
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Today, 
coal bed 
methane 
(natural gas found 
in coal) is an 
important source of 
energy, accounting for 
nearly 10 percent of U.S. 
natural gas production. 

Gas 
hydrates 
are 
methane 
(natural gas) 
trapped in ice-like 
structures with water, 
weird!  This represents an 
immense energy resource 
underlying portions of the 
ocean floor and permafrost 
areas.

G
eotherm

al 
energy ("heat 

from
 the Earth") is  

a renew
able resource 

that can be used to 
generate electricity.  Som

e 
of the visible features of 

geotherm
al energy are 

volcanoes, hot springs, 
geysers, and fum

aroles.  
B

ut you cannot see m
ost 

geotherm
al rresources.Co
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Petroleum 
is used to 

make many 
everyday products 
such as: crayons, 

toothpaste, glue, aspirin, 
detergents, ink, contact 

lenses, balloons and much 
more!
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1.  Cut your cootie-
catcher paper (it should 
be a perfect square).

PDF printing note:
Print at 100%
(DO NOT print fit to page)

4. Fold the corners toward the 
center of the paper and crease 
the folds.

5. When all 4 corners are folded, your 
paper will look like this.

6. Flip your paper over so the folded 
sides are down.

7. Now fold each corner to the 
exact center like you did 
before, and crease the folds. 

8. Now, fold the paper in half along 
dotted lines as shown. Unfold it, and 
refold it in the other direction.

9. Gently pull the outside corners of the 
paper out a little so you can put your 
fingers inside the 4 pockets and open 
up the corners.  

2. Fold paper from one corner to the 
opposite corner, making a triangle.

3. Unfold it and make the same fold 
with the other two corners, crease 
again. 

10. Mission accomplished!
Time to discover something 
new about science!   
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